
2021 Defiance Summer Classic - 8u Rules 
2020 USA Softball Official Rules of Softball shall be used unless modified in the following or to meet 
current state/local COVID-19 guidelines.  
 
1. PLAYING FIELD & EQUIPMENT:  

A. Base distances – 60 feet; Pitching distance: 35 feet 

B. Ball: 11-inch, Yellow Optic 

C. Bats: The bat shall bear either the 2000 or 2004 ASA approved certification mark or the USA 
Certified mark and shall NOT be listed on the USA Softball non-approved bat list. 

D. Shoes: Metal spikes are not permitted. 

E. Helmets: Offense shall wear helmets equipped with a securely fastened NOCSAE approved face 
mask/guard and may be equipped with a chinstrap. 

F. Catcher’s Equipment: Catchers shall wear a mask, body protector, shin guards, and helmet. 

G. Face Mask/Guard: All infielders are required to wear face protection. 

 

2. LENGTH OF PLAY:  

A. A regulation game shall be 6 innings. 

B. Run Limit: 5 runs per half inning, except the last inning.  If time limit is approaching, umpire shall 
declare the last inning.  [USA Run Rule: 15 after 3 innings, 12 after 4 innings, 8 after 5 innings] 

C. Time Limit: No new inning shall start after 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

 

3. PLAYERS, SUBSTITUTES, ETC:  

A. Manager shall submit roster to Tournament Director prior to the start of team’s first game. 

B. Teams will use 10 players on defense.  Outfielders must play in the grass. 

C. All players shall bat.  Any late arriving player may be added to the end of the batting order. 

D. Players will play no more than three (3) innings at the same defensive position. 

E. Defensive changes may be made at any time, but the batting order may not change. 

F. Shorthanded Rule: A game may begin or end with 8 players.  If a team cannot field the minimum 
number of players, they will forfeit the game and a score of 7-0 will be recorded. 

G. If a player must be removed from a game due to injury or other personal circumstances, the 
player’s batting position shall be skipped with no recorded out. 

 

4. BASERUNNING: 

A. No lead offs or stealing. Runner must have contact with the base when the ball is hit. 

B. Sliding is permitted, but there will be no head first slides. 

C. The ball is dead, and the play is over when the player-pitcher has possession of the ball inside 
the pitcher’s circle.  Baserunners shall not advance unless they have reached more than half the 
distance to the next base.  If a runner has advanced more than half the distance, they will be 
awarded the next base. 

D. Overthrows: baserunners may advance one base per overthrow, with the risk of being thrown 
out, until the player-pitcher has possession of the ball inside the pitcher’s circle. 



5. PITCHING:  

A. A coach-pitcher will pitch to his/her own team.  He/she may wear a mitt. 

B. Coach-pitcher shall pitch with both feet within the pitcher’s circle. 

C. Player-pitcher shall also be positioned with both feet inside the pitcher’s circle. 

D. Coach-pitcher shall make every effort to exit the playing field when the ball is hit, without 
interfering with the defensive players.  If the coach-pitcher is hit by a batted ball or interferes 
with the player-pitcher’s attempt to field a batted ball, the play will be dead, and the batter will 
have receive that pitch again. 

E. Coach-pitcher is encouraged to exit the field of play into foul territory, opposite the batted ball, 
and not return until the play is dead. 

 

6. BATTING:  

A. Batters will receive 7 pitches or 3 swinging strikes.  A batter is out if the 7th pitch is not hit.  If the 
7th or latter pitch is hit foul, the batter will receive an additional pitch. 

B. No bunting or slap hitting.  The ball must travel at least 10’ from the back of home plate. 

C. No walks. 

D. Batter is NOT entitled to 1st base if hit by a pitch. 

E. No infield fly. 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS:  

A. One defensive coach may be positioned in the outfield only. 

B. Keep the game moving.  A new inning begins on the final out of the previous inning. 

C. All players will STAY in the dugout area, as outlined by the league, at all times while not on the 
field of play. NO food in dugouts. NO sitting in stands and NO parents in dugouts. ONLY players 
on line-up card are permitted in dugouts. 


